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fearing lest Ashraf 's popularity might lead him to revolt, threw him into
prison. After the slaughter of the Safavi princes, Mahmud's mind be-
came quite unhinged ; physically, too, he degenerated rapidly, being
afflicted with paralysis1 or, according to some sources, with leprosy.2

His dreadful condition led to a conspiracy amongst the Afghans, who
released Ashraf and asked him to become Shah in place of his cousin.
Ashraf, nothing loth, agreed, and avenged the murder of his father and
secured the throne of Persia for himself by beheading Mahmud on the
22nd April, 172$* One of Ashrafs first acts after his accession was to
put to death those persons who had been Mahmud's chief supporters*
He is said to have then offered the crown to the ex-Shah Sultan Husain,
knowing full well that he would refuse it. Ashraf then endeavoured to
inveigle Tahmasp into a trap by inviting him to meet him at some point
between Qum and Tehran (where Tahmasp-then was) and suggesting
that both should be accompanied by only a few followers ; Ashraf, of
course, had no intention of observing this condition. Luckily for Tahmasp,
some of his well-wishers at Isfahan warned him of Ashrafs real intentions.

When Ashraf realised that his plan had miscarried, he set out with a
strong force for Tehran. At Shah *Abdu VAzim, six miles to the south
of that place, he took Tahmasp's troops by surprise, and routed them ;
he then went on to Tehran, which he invested, but he did not advance
quickly enough to prevent Tahmasp from escaping. Accompanied by
only a few followers, the prince fled to Mazandaran. It appears that he
escaped from Tehran about the loth December, 1725,

After wandering through the Mazandaran forests for some time,
Tahmasp came at length to the town of Sari, where he received an un-
expected accretion of strength* Path 'Ali Khan Qajar, of Astarabad, of
whom mention has already been made,3 joined the prince there with
2,000 men.

The part played by Fath 'Ali Khan during the period from 1722 to
1725 is the subject of some controversy. The historians of the Qajar
period, such as 'Abdu'r-Razzaq, Rida Quli Khan Hidayat, and Muhammad
Taqi (otherwise known by his title of Lisanu'1-Mulk and by his takhallus
or pen-name of Sipihr) sought, as was not unnatural, to portray his char-
acter in as favourable manner as they could*4 According to them, Fath
'AH Khan attempted to aid Shah Sultan Husain during the siege of Isfahan,
but, on being falsely charged by the jealous ministers with aiming at the
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